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SAN DIEGO COUNTY 


General Conditions, Agriculture, Live Stock, Etc. 


a eT 


San Diego County extends approximately 60 miles from the Pacific Coast, 
and 70 miles north of the international border, and therefore contains, in round 
numbers, 4,200 square miles—an area almost as great as that of Connecticut. 

The land rises gently from sea level to heights of more than 5,000 feet at 
a distance of 40 miles from the coast. From this crest the land to the east 
drops rapidly to the level lands of Imperial Valley. The arable portions of the 
County are divided into a series of terraces, or plateaus. The lower, or coast 
terrace, comprises a number of valleys with intervening mesas. Next comes a 
series of large and beautiful valleys at an elevation of from 400 to 500 feet. 
The third terrace has an altitude of from one thousand to twenty-five hundred 
feet, and is broken into numerous small intervening valleys, nooks and glens. 
The rest of the territory is mountainous. The entire tillable land is estimated 
by the government to be more than 500,000 acres. 

The various elevations afford climatic conditions of both the semi-tropics 
and temperate zones, and consequently a great variety of horticultural products 
are grown. Some fruit or crop ripens in every month of the year. Among the 
products, crops and fruits developed are the following: 

Alfalfa, almonds, apples, apricots, avocados, barley, beans, cherries, corn, 
figs, grapes (table, wine and raisin), grapefruit, hay, honey and wax, kaffir corn 
and milo maize, lemons, olives, oranges, peaches, pears, plums and prunes, 
potatoes, tomatoes, walnuts and poultry and eggs. 

A maximum of sunlight and a soil containing, to an exceptional degree, 
all the chemical elements necessary to plant life, unite to produce an exceptional 
agricultural development. 

While rainfall in the county averages about twenty inches a year, the ab- 
sence of devastating storms, which wash from the soil its elements of fertility, 
has permitted the land to enrich itself as in few other places, and through the 
mild, fresh days the business of making things grow has a pleasure unknown in 
rigorous climates. 

More and more attention is being given to livestock, and beef cattle herds 
greatly improved in the past few years by the addition of blooded stock. Large 
cattle ranches are found in the upland country. Guernseys, Herefords, Jerseys, 
Angus and Holsteins predominate. Hog ranches, specializing in pure bred stock 
are scattered throughout the county. amoshires Duroc-Jerseys and Poland 
Chinas are the principal breeds. 

Climatic conditions are exceptionally favorable for poultry raising. This 
industry is expanding rapidly, and each year sees bigger shipments of eggs to 
eastern and middle western markets. Flocks run in numbers from a few hens 
that supply the family table, to several thousand birds. Sheep, goats and rab- 
bits also are profitably raised. = 

San Diego County ranks third in California in the production of lemons. 
The principal citrus districts are El Cajon, Chula Vista, Lemon-Grove, Escon- 
dido and Fallbrook. The Escondido and El Cajon districts lead in orange pro- 
duction. The acreage devoted to grapefruit is small. 

The principal grape producing sections are the Escondido, El Cajon and 
Poway Valleys, nearly 10,000 acres being given over to vineyards. 

The annual rainfall in the mountain district of the County runs from 20 to 
40 inches. In the city of San Diego, the normal annual precipitation is ten 
inches, usually confined to the months of November, December, January, 
February and March. 

A number of irrigation systems provide water for farms and orchards. In 
some localities, however, where favorable conditions of soil and rainfall obtain, 
certain crops are successful without irrigation. 

A network of splendid roads and paved highways spreads over the country, 
Gentenns on the city of San Diego. 

Railroad service is supplied by the San Diego and Arizona Ry., from the 
east, and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe from-the north. 


History~-Some Notable Facts 


1542—Juan Roe ene Cabrillo, Portuguese navigator in the service of Spain, 
discovered San Diego Bay. 

1602—Sebastian Viscaino, Spanish explorer, gave the bay the name it now bears. 

ee eae Junipero Serra built and dedicated first California mission at 

an Diego. 

1811—Mexicans started revolution against Spain. 

1822—Mexican government established. 

1846—John C. Fremont arrived and raised American flag. 

1850—City incorporated. U.S. A. quartermaster depot established. 

1851—First newspaper issued. 

1870—Military reservation on Point Loma established. 

1871—Work on Santa Fe Railroad started. 

1873—City water system with mountain reservoirs established. 

1883—First National Bank established. 

1886—Street railway company organized and first car run. 

1912—City purchased entire water supply system for municipality. 

1915—The Panama-California Exposition operated during 365 days of 1915, 
and was continued during all of 1916, thus making it the longest contin- 
ued exposition in the history of the world. 


1917—San Diego chosen as site for the great U. S. Army cantonment for 
Southern California, U. S. Marine Base, U. S. Naval Training Station, 
U. S. Army Aviation School, U. S. Submarine Operating Base, U. S. 
Naval Hospital, etc.; and thereby made the greatest military rendezvous 
west of Chicago. 

1919—Issue of good roads bond to amount of $2,300,000, to build 133 additional 
miles of concrete roads in San Diego County. 

1919—New transcontinental railway connection effected through the com- 
pletion of the San Diego and Arizona Railway. 

1920—San Diego designated as capital of newly created Eleventh Naval 
District, controlling all naval activities on this portion of the Pacific 

ast. 

1922—Rehabilitation of stately Exposition buildings in Balboa Park gave San 
Diego splendid community center. 

1923—United States Naval Training Station, largest and finest in the West, 
commissioned. 

1926—Building permits exceeded $20,000,000, establishing new high record. 


TOWNS IN COUNTY 


STUER 


Towns in San Diego County (outside limits of San Diego City). 


Name Distance from San Diego _ Elev., ft. Population 
1 3 \5)19 (PN CES ig CT Cees 30.5 N. E. 1,860 350 
Barrett sakes: cucua tek cine .. 40.0 S. E. stars 20 
Bonsallisn. va cuvardeact ee 54.5 N. 172 200 
IOstonidiee aan cenit ees 17.5N.E 490 800 
BONitai verges eaves sare: cee ee 10.0S. E 300 einen 
Boulevardrcse saceraccene eee 70.1 S. E. 3,250 250 
Buckman Springswesean orn 54.4 E. 3,225 50 
WainpO re ters Saaes cot eNO 53.8S.E 2,543 275 
@ardifinoicn cacti em ere 29.0 N. 75 200 
Carl sbadins sea tos Seater 40.0 N. 50 600 
GhulawVistaeds.sen tke ee VOLS: 75 4,250 
OLON AGO isis: dosian nie sa sone’ 1.0S. W 25 4,500 
Nes aainaccrmiatn Gin: Soha 21.6E. 575 100 
MelsMlanancac vases hea kes 244N. 100 , 550 
CM BUZ Re ern capi oie ae 72.0 N. 400 aid 
IDESCANISO nes natin ceekloe a aes a 42.6 E. 3,540 - 250 
DUANE Go nd gag) coda Eicon aes: 29.8S.E 1,100 75 
ERGayontpe carat ee ise YS) NB 450 950 
ESNCIMItaS eee wer tae secre Rie 30.9 N. 85 600 
Escondido gem ace eee eee 35.3N.E 650 4,500 
all brook mike oh ccs cleaner 62.2 N. E 730 1,500 
(Grossmontin,. kee owe 13.3 E. 700 100 
MUSE Ara rave veictans caesaien sense actors 47.1 E. ae 0.0 
Rs (Sorrento) enna ccee 15.0N. re 50 
APASS ren yatetane Me arsine oe 65.0S.E 60 
Imperial’/Beachawds...2 so scone. 13.9S. 15 250 
eACUIM Dale era her wa os icon ee 76.2 S. E. 2,800 400 
JEUNE CeO Aco oc uaducuieenooage 21.0 E. 1,040 5 
liane ccc sae ea ee cereale 59.8 N.E 4,129 400 
(ila (Paes Aoled don Sree ies oem 21.4E., 410 1,500 
Way Mesarrcnusunterss Sor cane 11.0 E. 539 4,000 
WSanoitantny atime oni eos 6.0 S. 60 45 
RemoniGroves nares ss cen. 9.7 E. 460 900 
MesaiGrandetmn escent nueeerin 5336N.E 3,300 110 
ITAMAR ces aes eee eee 15.0N.E 500 75 
National ey, Nie eaten oe ce Ais ucaiNe ote 47S. 50 7,000 
Nestor, San Ysidro, Palm City..12.9 S. 32 1,600 
@ceansidess i is a-cse 42.7N. 50 3,500 
CLR at cr toc ean a ne eee 11.0E. 60 800 
Pala (via Oceanside)........... 67.8N. E. 411 300 
alomar Mountain P. O........ 78.0 N. E. 5,650 otis 
Palm City (see Nestor) 
Otreraisyces trial tera an eee 43.5 S. E. 3,323 150 
POW AV iiss ein oa se 24.0 N. E. 525 38 
INGTON nthe eee sc cae tee 38.1N. E. 1,440 1,000 
Resortmeerprrac se em ee 62.9 E. 6,220 a bia 
San; EUISHREV As selene cei 41.1 N. 76 400 
SanvlViarcos- ar sacion aes 41.0 N. 570 nae 
Sam Onore rac ceueisewls cccsrtene 61.5 N. 50 ate 
San Ysidro (see Nestor) 
Sante BYicabel as sete ne tack ane x 2,983 150 
ALES met le lsie raroviletsien «ox nee 3N. ‘370 650 
San Ysidro (see Nestor) 
olanayBeach ook e i sees vd bees 27.0 N. 50 reais 
Spring Walleyi irre tiie ac 11.9 E. 425 550 
UMINV SIDE ate cereal eke ae as 12.5 E. 125 siete 
MECACO Ro ssciais create ie, 44.1S.E. 1,900 AToS 
WMatleya@entenscc.ctamitrn ace 44.8N.E. 1,200 500 
Mista trina natal. k oe eas 47.8N. 330 wats 
Warner Springs. 2.55 cece suk 68.0 N. E. store b75 


Fishing---Commercial 


Number wholesale fish concerns...............2.04 20 
Number importers of Mexican lobsters.............. 5 
INumberof fishermenae 0 cer snc ee ee 700 
‘Total catch for 1925. pounds 2 tes aos. at 38,379,000 


About 800,000 pounds of lobsters, most of which come from 
Mexican waters, are caught yearly, and the annual catch of 
sardines runs from eight million to ten million pounds. 

Varieties caught include anchovies, abalone, barracuda, 
bonita, Jew fish, lobsters, king fish, halibut, mackerel, mullet, 
pompano, perch, flounder, croakers, rock bass, rock cod, sardines, 
sea bass, sea trout, sand bass, sand dabs, smelt, skipjack, shark, 
sheephead, sword fish, Spanish mackerel, sculpin, tuna, yellow- 
tail, clams (pismo, cockles and soft shell), mussels and turtles. 

(For sport fishing see ‘‘Sports."’) 

San Diego is the only point on the United States west coast 
that is reached by many warm water species. It is the first 
American port struck in northward runs by albacore and other 
fishes of similar habits. 

In 1925 there were in San Diego seven canneries representing 
an investment of $875,000, and these were supplied by 150 boats 
valued at $750,000. The total pack of the canneries for that 
year was 350,000 cases. 

A branch office of the Commercial Fisheries Department of 
the California State Fish and Game Commission is located in 
San Diego for the purpose of making statistical records on ocean 
fish depletion, of encouraging deep sea fishing and canning, and 
of enforcing the fish and game laws. 


Harbor 


San Diego harbor is landlocked, free of currents, and easily 
accessible for all types of vessels in all kinds of weather conditions. 
It is the first United States port north of the Panama Canal and 
one of the three natural, deep-water harbors on the Pacific Coast. 

Port charges vary monthly in San Diego as in all other Pacific 
ports, but are as low at all times as any on the coast. 

Depth of water: 


OVE TEE Wek tei, Ooi Ser ee ee 37 feet 
bnschatitieleces rece. aetna eee eee as 35 to 70 feet 
IMiddiccrounds ss fi ..sic ion 2 eee ee 37 feet 


Manufacturing---Industrial Sites 


Of the commodities manufactured in San Diego, numbering 
approximately 1,000, there are included cottonseed oil and by- 
products, canned fish, lumber, including hard wood and soft 
wood, and its finished products (sash, door, frames, interior trim 
and flooring), automobile tires, meat and meat products, salt, 
crackers, cakes and confectionery, olives, olive oil, onyx, marble 
and building granite, gas engines, hoists, irrigation machinery, 
cement pipe, brick, tile, artificial stone ornaments, fire brick, 
building materials, soap, washing powder, dairy products, water 
heaters, citrus oil products, furniture, macaroni, gas heating 
appliances, hotel equipment, electric brooders, tents, awnings 
and camp equipage, lubricating oil, gasoline, poultry and dairy 
food, etc. 

Nearly two miles of water front property is owned by the 
Chamber of Commerce, and is offered for sale for industrial 
purposes at prices far below those at which similar property is 
held on any other portion of the west coast. This includes more 
than 900 acres of land with rail and water transportation and 
public utilities, with paved highways adjacent to the entire area. 
These lands are particularly attractive, not only on a price basis, 
but because they are conveniently located in reference to home 
sites for labor that may be employed in plants to be erected there. 
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WATER SUPPLY of CITY AND COUNTY 


General Reservoir Statistics 


No city in the United States has a better quality of water 
than that which citizens of San Diego draw from their hydrants. 
It is caught from the clouds by mountain peaks, drips from up- 
land flowers and shrubbery, and filters through granite formations 
ae great mountain reservoirs, uncontaminated by sewage or 
refuse. 


Name of Area of Watershed Storage When Full 
Reservoir (Sq. Mi.) (Gallons) 


17,492,800,000 
Barrett. = 130.05 _ 14,512,200,000 
Upper. Otay... ... Be) 835,700,000 
lbower Otay. —.-,. 85.7 18,979,500,000 
Ghollas.- = << very small 90,700,000 
FlOdces. = 306 12,284, 300,000 
San Dieguito. ....very small 368,600,000 
Pienshaw. = —. 2. 208 53,527,500,000 
Wohltord:.... 2 Si) 2,463 ,000,000 
Cuveamaca. = =. 12 3,777 ,000,000 
Miuibravs 225. very small _—_1,983,000,000 
Sweetwater...... 186 10, 166,000,000 
Wlarrone. = 0 55,784,000,000 
BlCapitan*=<s-176 57,000,000,000 
san Vicente™..-..=76 54,000,000,000 
Sutherland?:..... 93.4 10,000,000,000 
Pamio: = ee 110 5,000,000,000 


318,264, 300,000 


Note: *Proposed. Under Construction. 
(Compiled by R. C. WuEsTE, Supervisor, Mar. 16, 1927.) 


Sports 


Yachting. 

Rowing (Men's and Girls’ Clubs). 

Swimming (Ocean, San Diego Bay, Mission Bay, salt and fresh 
water plunges). 

Fishing: 

Ocean varieties include: Tuna, barracuda, bonita, Jew fish, 
mackerel, rock bass, rock cod, sea bass, sea trout, skip- 
jack, shark, sword fish, Spanish mackerel, sculpin, skate, 
yellowtail and halibut. 

Bay varieties include: Anchovies, halibut, perch, flounder, 
sand bass, smelt, mackerel, and other small fish. 

Surf varieties: Corvina, croakers, perch and some varieties 
of shark. 

Shell fish, found on the rocks at low tide include: Abalone, 
mussels and clams (pismo, cockles and soft shell). 

Mountain lake fish, caught in the lakes and reservoirs of 
the back country include: Black bass, steelhead trout, 
salmon trout and rainbow trout. 


 ——— ee ee? 


Hunting: 

Deer, quail, snipe, doves, many species of duck, rabbits and 
bob cats are found, from one to three hours’ ride from 
the city. 

Polo, horseback riding, golf, tennis, bowling, motoring, aqua- 
planing, roque, quoits. 
Baseball: 

Summer and winter leagues, the latter composed largely of 
major league players, afford high class baseball the 
year ‘round. 


Stadium 


DEACING*CAPACIE YI ele e's nks nce aie 30,000 
GosHolconsenuctionseemet ede $150,000.00 


a> () -( 


Roads and_ Highways 


A network of superb highways spreads in all directions from 
San Diego. The county paved highway system was materially 
extended during 1926 and plans for 1927 call for completion of 
several important connecting roads. The State Highway, paved 
for its entire distance between San Diego and Los Angeles, 
follows the shores of the Pacific Ocean for more than 70 miles, 
and then turns inland at San Juan Capistrano. There are 266 
miles of paved road in the County and more are being added 
constantly. 

San Diego is the western terminus of several transcontinental 
highways which, converging at El Paso, Tex., continue to the 
Pacific Coast over practically the same route. These highways 
enable motorists to come direct to San Diego over the most 
southern routes, open throughout the year, from all points in 
the middle west and east. 

The Bankhead Highway, originating at Washington, D. C., 
passes through Richmond, Va., Nashville, Tenn., Little Rock, 
Ark., Dallas and Kent, Tex. At Kent the Bankhead joins the 
Old Spanish Trail and continues through El Paso, Tex., to its 
western terminus at San Diego. 

The Lee Highway, beginning at New York City, passesthrough 
the national capital, and then continues west through Chatta- 
nooga and Memphis, Tenn., Little Rock, Ark., Lawton, Okla., 
northern Texas, and cuts through the southeastern part of New 
Mexico to El Paso and then on to San Diego. 

The Old Spanish Trail, originating at Jacksonville, Fla., 
goes by way of Tallahassee, Fla., Mobile, Ala., across Mississippi 
to Houston and San Antonio, Tex., to El Paso and San Diego. 

The Borderland Highway, from El Paso, follows closely the 
International boundary line. Motorists traveling westward over 
this route, as well as the others, continue from El Paso through 
Deming, N. Mex., and Douglas, Bisbee, Tucson, Phoenix to 
Yuma, Ariz., where the motorist crosses the Colorado river over 
a great bridge. California is entered through the famous Imperial 
Valley, below sea level. From El Centro the route goes over 
the last range of mountains, where the highest elevation is less 
than 3,300 feet. On the last lap of the journey the motorist 
passes swiftly through the foothills and valleys and finally 
glimpses San Diego, spread before him in a wondrous panorama 
that includes mountains, harbor and ocean. 


Steamship Lines 


San Diego is served with 21 steamship lines linking the port's 
trade channels with the marts of nearly every industrial and mer- 
cantile center on the east and west coasts of the United States, 
Mexico, Central America, England and continental Europe. 


Information secured from San Diego Chamber of Commerce, San Diego 
California Club, City Operating Dept., County Supervisors & other sources. 


